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Calvary Baptist Church exists to lead unbelievers and believers to become responsible followers of Jesus Christ. 

THE 
MESSENGER

Fall Festival
Wednesday, October 30 | 6:00 - 8:00PM

  We need candy, little debbies, and PLENTY of volunteers to help! 
  Please email Amy at ahatchell@calvarycares.com 
  if you would like to volunteer to help. 

CALVARY’S



WMU MISSION OF THE MONTH
October’s Mission of the Month is Christmas Prisoner Packets
The Christmas Packets for Prisoners project began in 1976. It is a 
joint project of SCBC and SC WMU. As the project has grown, our 
churches continue to give faithfully and generously. Thank you for 
sharing the love of Jesus with those who need to know Jesus in a 
personal way.
Many men, women and youth have no one who cares for them. They 
have no visitors, nor do they receive gifts at Christmas. You make 
Christmas special for them through this ministry. You provide hope and 
love. As a result, some have received the true Christmas gift. They have 
come to know Christ because you care.
It is the easiest gift on your shopping list. Every item on the list is in 
your grocery store, dollar store or variety store, and to gift wrap it, all 
you do is put the items in a zipper plastic bag. Of all the gifts you give, it 
is the one most likely to change a life!
Every single Prisoner Packet gets delivered. And every single packet 
contains a Message of Hope - the story of Christ’s love and forgiveness.
You put it together. We’ll put it in the right hands. God will do the rest.

Approved Packing List from SC Department of Corrections:
• ONE gallon-size zipper bag (no other size bags accepted)
• ONE BLACK non-retractable pen (no wire clips, no other color ink)
• ONE writing tablet no larger than 5 ½ “ x 8” (no wire bound books, 

composition books, or post-it notes)
• ONE adult toothbrush (individually factory-sealed, no multi-packs)
•  ONE 4.0 oz.– 6.0 oz. toothpaste (no travel size)
•  ONE 3.2 oz.–6.0 oz. bar of soap (no travel size, no unwrapped/

unboxed bars)
•  TWO rolls of hard candy like LifeSavers, Mentos, Breath Savers
•  (NO Smarties, Sweetarts, Necco Wafers, Rolos, Starburst,         

TicTacs)
•  FIVE first-class #10 Stamp-Embossed Envelopes (from US Post 

Office-NO regular stamps, no other size envelope)
• ALL ITEMS MUST FIT IN THE ZIPPER BAG WITH ZIPPER CLOSED 

SECURELY.
• DO NOT INCLUDE washcloths, toothbrush holders, floss, combs.
Donations of entire packets or individual items for the packets may be 
placed in the boxes labeled “Prisoner Packets” behind the sanctuary. 

Because Kids Matter 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9
RA’S AND GA’S MONEY DUE FOR 

OCC SHOEBOXES. WE WILL BE 
COLLECTING MONEY TO PURCHASE 

ITEMS FOR OUR SHOEBOXES. THE 
AMOUNT OF MONEY DONATED WILL 
DETERMINE HOW MANY BOXES WE 
COMPLETE. PLEASE GIVE AS LITTLE 

OR AS MUCH AS YOUR FAMILY 
FEELS LED TO GIVE.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 16
RA’S AND GA’S WILL GO TO THE 

DOLLAR TREE TO PURCHASE ITEMS 
FOR OUR OCC SHOEBOXES. WE WILL 

MEET ON THE FRONT LAWN OF THE 
CHURCH AT 5:45 AND WILL RETURN 

BY 7:15.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 23 
RA’S AND GA’S WILL PACK GOODY 

BAGS FOR THE FALL FESTIVAL.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 30
GA’S WILL BE PAINTING FACES AT 
THE FALL FESTIVAL. RA’S WILL BE 

WORKING A GAME. PLEASE BE ON 
THE LOOK OUT FOR FURTHER INFO.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH: 

PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S 
THANKSGIVING FEAST 
9:15-10:15AM CFLC. 

OCTOBER 20 
SPIRIT NIGHT

*WEAR YOUR FAVORITE 
SPORTS TEAM*

OCTOBER 27 
AWANA STORE OPEN
SPARKS/T&T JEWELS/ 
PATCHES GIVEN OUT

NOVEMBER 3
SPIRIT NIGHT

*WEAR CAMOUFLAGE*



MISSION ENGAGERS
October Meeting
Mission Engagers will meet on October 15 at 6:30 
at the home of Ann Jones, 1873 Partridge Circle. If 
you have a heart for missions, this is a way for you to 
serve. Join us!  

HOMECARE 
Homecare Ministry
Our Homecare Ministry will meet on Monday, 
October 7th. Everyone is welcome to join us as 
we visit with our members who spend most of their 
time confined to their home or resident facility. 

CHURCH BASKETBALL
Children Ages 6-17
Sign-ups for church basketball have begun. Please 
email Jennifer at JStewart@calvarycares.com to sign 
up your child. This is for children ages 6-17. Teams 
will be created based on the number of participants 
to sign up. The cost is $35 per child and includes a 
jersey. Deadline to sign up is Sunday, October 27.

OCC
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
Shoe boxes for Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child are available.  There will be displays 
in front of and behind the sanctuary where you may 
pick up the boxes you need.  Beginning the first 
Sunday in November, you may place your filled box(es) 
on the steps of the pulpit area.  Collection week this 
year is November 18-25, and Calvary is again a 
collection center.  The GAs and RAs will pack up 
Calvary’s boxes on Wednesday, November 20.
There are containers located behind the sanctuary 
filled with items anyone can use to complete their 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. Calvary 
Creations has made an assortment of items that 
can be used in boxes and they are available behind 
the sanctuary as well.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our schedule for Wednesday Nights  
Nursery is available for children 0 - 2 years old.
Preschool & Children’s Choir is from 5:45PM - 6:30PM
RAs, GAs, & Mission Friends is from 6:30PM to 7:15PM
Student Ministry meets from 6:00 - 7:15PM

SUNDAY NIGHTS
Our schedule for Sunday Nights  
Worship Choir 4:30PM - 5:30PM
AWANA 5:30PM - 7:00PM
Student Ministry 5:30PM - 7:00PM
Evening Worship 5:45PM - 6:45PM

KCIC
Thursday, November 14
 “Keeping Christ in Christmas” will be held Thursday, 
November 14.  This is an annual event that includes 
decorated tables, Christmas atmosphere, dinner, 
and an emphasis on missions and spreading the 
gospel. WMU is in the process of seeking ladies 
to decorate a table. If you are interested in 
decorating a table, please contact Ann Jones at 
ajones1873@sc.rr.com for more information or to 
sign up. 
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Calvary Baptist Church Financial Update:
 
I want to update you on our church’s finances. As usual, our tithes and offerings have been down in 
the summer months. However, the deficit is more than usual this year. Through the end of August, 
our deficit for the year is $89,241.38, comparing undesignated spending vs. undesignated giving. 
Last year, that deficit was $51,241.08 at the same point of the year.

Our giving usually increases in the months of September through December. Like many churches, 
we tend to “catch up” toward the end of the year. Last year, we entered December with a deficit 
over $45,000. By the end of the year, we finished with a surplus of over $17,000, and were able to 
contribute toward our Reserve Fund.

We are blessed to have that Reserve Fund that we’ve built over the years to cover slow times. 
However, we do not want to be reliant on that. The purpose of this update is to encourage us all to:

1. Trust God. ”Lord, you have been our refuge in every generation” (Psalm 90:1, CSB). As Isaac 
Watts wrote long ago, God is “our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.”
2. Pray for our finances. We are not a business that seeks to “make money,” but ministry must be 
financed in this world. “Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6 (CSB).
3. Be thankful, not presumptuous. Philippians 4:6 reminds us to be thankful when we approach 
God. We have much for which to thank Him at Calvary. We shouldn’t take His blessings for granted 
or assume that we will make up this deficit in our own strength. “Some take pride in chariots, and 
others in horses, but we take pride in the name of the Lord our God.” Psalm 20:7 (CSB).
4. Give cheerfully. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (CSB) reads: “The point is this: The person who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap generously. 
Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not reluctantly or out of compulsion, since 
God loves a cheerful giver.”
5. Remember the tithe, God’s plan for church giving. To tithe is to give one tenth of one’s income 
back to the source of all blessings, God. Mal 3:10 (CSB) commands: “‘Bring the full tenth into the 
storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Test me in this way,’ says the Lord of Armies. 
‘See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing for you without measure.’”

Blessings,
Pastor Mike

A  L e t t e r  F r o m  P a s t o r  M i k e


